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PREFACE 


HEE © 


Few days before-this fermonyrgs 


© mayer - and corporation of Deale 
in Kent, in relation to their opinion 
upon the trinity. +1 think it proper 
to ſay, that I know not who is the 
aner of that pamphlet, that I was 
not in any fort deſignedly an occa- 


mation, or expectation of it, till I 
ay it publickly advertiſed. How- 


ever, ſo far as it concerns me, Ie- 
ſteem myſelf bound to acknowledge 04 


: my obligations to the author, who- 


ever he may be; and I readily take 
ii ity of ſincerely thank- 


opportum 
ing him particularly, for the kind 


N 1 to have of me. 


The 


+ Lend: Pre or Rue. berneente er. gates | 


preached came out A letter t0 F 


fon: of is, nor had 1 the leaſt . 
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6 i: The PREFACE. 


4 The argumentatiye parts of his letter 
will ſpeak for themſelves. 
This ſermon was made before the 
letter was publiſhed; and made both 
for the time (a) when it was preach- 
ed, and on the occaſion, which the 
reader will obſerve. It was ſpoke as 
it was wrote; nor was a ſingle word 
added to it aft the publication of 
the letter above mentioned. | 
Since the appearance of that letter 
a report has been ſpread, that many, 
if not the greater number of the cor- 
poration deny, either that they knew 
of the preſentment before hand, or 
that they approved of it afterwards. 
I muſt fay, that from the time of 
'the preſentment (at the laſt Eafter 
viſitation) even to this day, not one 
of the corporation, no- not one, has 
ſignified to myſelf, either by word, 
or . meſſage, ' that it was done un- 
*known to him, or that he diſapprov- 
ed 


| la) Upon the choice of a new mayor. 


The PREFACE. iii 


Af it. And if thaſe of them who 


were preſent at the paſſing of the 
chappel-wardens accounts, about a a 
month after the preſentment, will re- 


collect what was then diſcourſed of 


upon that ſubje&, they ought to own 
---that, if I had a ſuſpicion that Mr 
May, the leading chapel-warden, 
acted in this affair with the know- 
ledge, and conſent of the corporati- 
on, (5) not a ſingle word was ſaid 
by any one which in the leaſt tend- 
ed to remove it. Tadd, Mr May often 
declared to me, (and I have reaſon 
to believe he declared the ſame to 
many others) that he never would do 
any thing in his office, without cons - 
ſulting the corporation and following 
their advice, eſteeming himſelf their 
_ ſervant, 3 . to them. 
But whatever my ſuſpicions were, I. 
have a" forborn to charge the cor- 
Poration 
eee ee, 


El by Tie PREPAGE. 
poration my ſelf. ; 5s well. as to lead 
2 to do! it Bur I pals t t mother 
dene. 
The public has little coficern i in the 
Hect, which the following diſcourſe 
ha upon thecongregation when it was 
delivered. Thoſe who heard it, know 
well what I mean, and therdfore an 
explication i is needleks. No one can 
have a more affecting ſenſe of the 
tenderneſs nar ut pon that 
occaſion than I have; and no one 
can be more deſirous, in any caſe, of 
| openly teſtifyin ng debatte IR 
Lam. Nay; there 18 no 11h 
h front whatever which 1 may > KY 
have cauſale efaly received from ſeveral, 
who are at variance with me, hich 
their behavi iour at the hearlng of This 


+4 


ſermon, will not for eber cancel 1h 
my remembrance, if they will be pleat 
ed to let their Future 2 conduct be a. 
greeable to what ought to be judged 


- = — ͤ— 3 1 — ne 
rer 
G . : 


The PREFACE,” 
| the ſentiments of their heart towards 

me then, from tokens beyond tlie 
power of all diſguiſe. I make this de- 

elaration as a chriſtian; and every one 
of thoſe who deſires a reconciliation, 
upon the terms propoſed, needs di 
nothing more, than take me by the 


harid, to put a full end to our de- 


— 

"petal un ſtreſten cheumfhhnges as 
Fell a8 che known deſires of many 
who heard it, and of many who heard 
it not, have over balanced the obj ecti- 


on to the printing a Timm, which = 
was not 2 with a view to be 


made public. 
| Deale Aug. 22, 1252. 


5 


"Peek the following letters paſſed between 


the reverend Mr Herbert Randalph, rector 


| of the pariſh church of Deale, and myſelf, 
which I have been adviſed to publiſn. I 


declaring, chat the 9. corporation now ſtand 
\ perfectly 
AI meant the corporation, as a body, in the firſt edition. 


&. (Aug 31.) Since * n of this £64 


-willingly- laid hold of this opportunity of 


vi 1 PREFACE. 


perfectly clear in my thoughts, of havi 
adviſed, or encouraged Mr May, to 
the preſentment ; and I doubt not, but all 
of them will do, what I am informed ſe- 
veral of them have lately done, openly ex- 
preſs their diſapprobation likewiſe of that 


whole tranſaction. 


EC 
LI 
> 


yr 8 Sir, FN Aug. 26, 1752. 


| MANY reaſons, unneceſſary to be named, oblige 
me to aſk you, whether, previous to my having 

been preſented for omitting to read the Athana ſian creed, 

you adviſed, or encouraged Mr May, or other perſon, 

to make ſuch preſentment, or had any hand in it, di- 
rectly or otherwiſe. If you did not ſo adviſe, or en- 
courage, nor had any hand in it, I ſhall eſteem it a fa- 
vour, if you will deny to me the whole. And if you 
did ſo adviſe, or encourage, or had any hand in it, I 
ſhall r if you vill own to m0 


the whole. Ian, 


To 5 Revenend Sim, | 


The rev. Mr Randolph, , 
Theſe. Your moſt humble ſervant, 


| NICOLAS CARTER. 


Reverend bir, 2 oo 29, 1752. 
AR 
I rafter, and of mine, when you replied to my ſon, 
by your ſervant, that the letter I ſent you, did not ro- 
guire an anſwer. The ſubject of it was of ſuch impor- 
- tanceto me, and to you alſo, that I inliſt it did then, 
: L ' f and 


The PREFACE, yi 
and ftill does, require a direct and clear anſwer. A ve- 
ry ſtrong report prevails thro? the town, and in the coun- 

try too, that you adviſed, and encouraged Mr. May to 
preſent me; and which, report is ſaid to be grounded 
upon what Mr May himſelf has ſpoken in converſation © 
to more than one of the corporation, who have openly | 
ſpread it. . I have hitherto forborn giving credit to it, 
thinking it right firſt to apply to you,.in order to be in- 
formed of the real truth. No one ought either to be 
commended or cenſured for what he himſelf has not 
done; and ſure I am, that many, not to ſay all, others 
will join with me, in aſſerting, that you ought, in or- 
der to prevent, or remove miſtakes, to give a direct, 
and fair, and full anſwer to what I have aſked ; namely, 
4 Whether, previous to my having been preſented for 
« omitting to read the Athanafian creed, you adviſed, or 
© encouraged Mr May, or other perſon, to make ſuch | 
'6 preſentment, or had any hand in it, directly, or other- 
6 wiſe.'—T have only to add, that I ſhall not be ſatisfied, 
till I have received from you a clear and full anſwer. 


J am, 
= _ 4 i J 7 
The rev. Mr Randolph, Tur maſt humble ſervant, 


Theſe. 
NICOLAS CARTER. 


Mx RANDOLPH's ANSWER. 


Reverend Sir Wh: Aug 29 1752 
Thought a verbal meſſage might be full as ſatis- 
factory as that which I then intended you and 


which I now ſend viz 
To uſe your own words © Many reaſons unneceſſa - 
6 ry to be named, oblige me not to anſwer you « 


— 


I ſhall 


* 7 . 
- 
. 
8. 
* 
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| Marra, xi 8, 9, % 1 


Be not ye called Rabbi; for one is 
your Maſter, even Chri „ and all = 
Je are Brethren. And call no Man - = 
Jour Father upon the Earth; fr . || 

one is your Father, which is in F 
ven. Meither be ye called Maſters, || 


R for one is your Maſter, even Chrift. 


9 


HESE words were ale by 1. 
Chriſt the author, and finiſher 7 our 
faith. They contain doctrines of 
great importance, and therefore deſerve to 
be carefully explained, as well as ſeriouſly 
to be regarded, I will endeayour, in the 
beſt manner I can, to lay pray true 
and full meaning; and it will be your duty, 
and intereſt to yield a propet attention, to 
; what I ſhall offer 1 Ws | 
| B Tha: :- > 


L 2,1 
The terms, maſter, and father are not 
| here to be underſtood in their ſtrict ſenſe, 
Slaves or ſervants are not forbidden to call 
maſters, the, perſons vhom they are under, 
by bondage or compact: nor is the appel- 
lation of father forbidden to be uſed by 
children. Neither of theſe relations are the 
ſubject of the text, and therefore the 
names which expreſs them, as ſuch, cannot 
properly fall under the AT contain- 


ed in it. 

Ihe Scribes and Phariſces were the ordi- 
nary interpreters of the law, of Moſes. What 
ever they taught, agreeable to that law, 
| Chriſt - commanded the people to obſerve 
and do. Their office was approved by him, 
ſo long as they kept within the bounds of 
it, by confining their expoſitions- and. in- 
ſtructions to the true ſenſe of God's written 
word. Whilſt they ſat in Moſes's ſeat, and 
explained and inforced the doctrines of Myſes, 
their hearers were obliged to pay attention to 
their diſcourſes ; nor could they be blamed 


for expreſſing a reverence of their perſons, 
ſuitable to the dignity, and uſefulneſs of 


theit employment. Even the titles, rabbs, | 
maſter and Jather might have been applied 
to them very innocently, conſidered as in- 
terpreters who ſtrictly ad hered ta the law, 
F 3 and 


i 


1 
and as deſerving eſteem aud honour, on ac- 
count of their pious and falutary labours. 
But theſe Scribes andPhariſeesarrogated to 
themſelves an undue authority, and affected 
to be diſtinguiſhed by appellations, which 
might ſerve to ſpread, and confirm, the no- 
tion of this authority among the people. 
Not contented to be thought mere inter- 
preters, who ought to be regarded no fur- 
ther than as they gave the true ſenſe of the 
law; they invented, of their own motion, 
new doctrines and ceremonies, and required 
the people to receive them with at leaſt an 
equal reverence and ſubmiſſion, as they did 
the law of God. They claimed to be call- 
ed rabbi, and father, under the notion that 
their precepts and orders derived an autho- 
rity from the eminency of their office and 
rank, ſufficient to oblige their followers to 
embrace them, without heſitation, on that 
account. And the people honoured them 


with theſe authoritawve titles, with a full per 


ſuaſion that their doctrines and ſentences 
ought to be ſubmitted to implicitly. Hence 
it became a ſaying among the Jeu; (a) Tbe 
words of the Scribes are more amiable than 
the words of the prophets, and more weighty. 
As theſe Scribes and Phariſees aſſumed 
names and prerogatives to which they had 


77 no 
(a) Whitby on Matth. xxiii. 8. 


their plain ſenſe. 


141 
no rightful claim; ſo, as is the cuſtom of 
uſurpers, they applied them to oppreſſive, 
and wicked purpoſes, impoſing upon the 
people matters both of belief and practice, 
which were not only not required by the 
laws of God, but were moreover inconſiſt- 
ent with their authority, and contrary to 
Thus our ſaviour charges 
them with teaching for doctrines the com- 
mandments of men; and with making the 
commandment of God, in a particular caſe, 
of none effect by their tradition, Matthew 
XV. 9, 6. 

The, meaning of the text therefore ap- 

| pears to be this; that no man ought to claim 
the title of rabbi, or a teacher of religion, 
in ſuch ſenſe, as to pretend that the people 
are obliged to receive his doctrines and 
follow his precepts, on the ſole account of 
his own authority; but that every teacher 
of religion, whatever name he be diſtin- 
guiſhed by; ought always to remember, that 
he has a maſter, and guide, ſet over him, 
even the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and that he is 
not allowed to teach other doctrines, or re- 
commend other practices, than thoſe which 
this his maſter, and guide, has commanded 

or permitted him to teach, and recommend; 

and which too he is to teach, and recom- 
mend, 


F 
+£'s3 


mend, not in his own name, but in the 
name of Chriſt, whoſe miniſter he is. 
And as theſe teachers are forbid to arrogate 
an authority of obliging the people implicit-. 
ly, and without reſerve, to ſubmit to their 
deciſions and commands; ſo are the people 
| likewiſe forbid to call them by the name of 
. from the opinion that they are 
bound to obſerve their doctrines, and obey ' MK 
their decrees, in mere reverence to them, 
and without conſidering, whether their 
doctrines, and decrees, are agreeable to the 
laws of God, For no one, upon the earth, 
is to be ſtiled or eſteem'd father, in this 
ſenſe; but this high and incommunicable 
| prerogative inheres ſolely in * who z is 0ur 
' father in heaven, | 
All chriſtians are 9 equally 60 
children of God their common father, and 
equally diſciples of Chriſt their common 
maſter, and as ſuch are bound mutually to 
aſſiſt and regard each other, ſuitable to their 
reſpective ranks and offices. And teachers 
. ought to conſider themſelves, and to be con- 
ſidered by the people, as be/pers to the truth 
John iii. 8. helpers of their joy; and not as 
having dominion over their faith. 2 Cor. 1. 24. 
Be not ye called rabbi; for one is your 


maſter, even Chriſt, and all ye are brethren. 
And 


E 4 ] 
And call no man your father upon the earth; 
for one is your father, which is in heaven. 
Neither be ye called maſters ; for one is your 
maſter, even Chr iſt. | 
From this explication of the text it fol- 
lows that the chriſtian religion is to be 
learned, in a ftri ſenſe, from the holy 
ſcriptures only. For as we are forbidden 
to receive any doctrines from men, upon 
their authority, and as Chriſt, to whom 
alone we are to ſubmit, as chriſtians, is no 
longer preſent to teach us, we can no other- 
wiſe come to a due knowledge of his will, 
than by ſtudying thoſe authentic writings, 
which they who were his apoſtles and earli- 
eſt followers have left behind them, for the 
inſtruction of all believers, to the end of the 
world. And our obligation to read and hear 
theſe ſcriptures, and to form our religion 
upon their doctrines and precepts, with an 
abſolute compliance, is grounded upon this, 
that they were given by inſpiration of God, 
and are therefore infallible. ; 
Religion is uſvally divided into faith, and 
manners, what we ought to believe, and 
how we ought to live. And the chriſtian 
religion conſiſts of that ſyſtem of faith and 
practice which Chriſt, who was @ teacher 
fent from God, revealed to the world, the 
knowledge 


- 


% 
X 
* 


17 


knowledge of which is to be nates 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, from the holy ſcriptures | 
only. 

Tho, religion conſiſts both of faith, and 
morals, and the ſcriptures require each of 


theſe as indiſpenſable parts of the character | 


of an accepted, chriſtian ;: yet in themſelves 
they are far from being of the ſame value. 
For the uſe and merit of faith are to be 
reckoned from its ſubſerviency to thepromo- 
ting of virtue : and every kind or degree of 


faith which proves neither an help, nor in- 


citement to good works, is, in religious e- 
ſtimation unprofitable. | Virtue: has intrin- 
fic excellencies, which faith i 1s deſtitute of, 


and which give it a vaſt pre- eminence. It 


is fixed upon a more indiſputable foundati- 
on; its obligation ariſes from the unchange- 
able relation and fitneſs of things; it is the 
certain means of the higheſt improvement, 
and moſt extenſive happineſs in ourſelves ; 
and puts us into a capacity of doing the 
greateſt good to others. 
Hence it appears, that all who teſtify a 
mighty zeal in points of faith, and hope 
thereby to procure the divine favour, while 
they wilfully neglect, or violate, the great 
duties of morality, miſtake the nature of 
* and miſtake it too inexcuſably. For 
not 


not only the light of reaſon demonſtrates this 
error; but it is moreover by many argu- 
ments, as well as in expreſs | words, ſhewn 
in ſcripture, that faith without work i is dead. | 
The chief articles of the chriſtian faith, 
expreſſed with ſimplicity, and, as near as 
well can be, in the words of ſcripture, are 
' contained in that ſummary, which is com- 
monly called the apoftles creed. The apoſtles 
-are not ſuppoſed to have made it; but it pro- 
bably was named from them, as it was under- 
| Nood to be a plain and faithful collection 
of the fundamental articles of faith, which 
they taught; and alſo to procure it an | 
Higher veneration. Theſe articles were all 
which were thought neceſſary to be believ- 
ed and profeſſed, as conditions of a perſon's 
being admitted to baptiſm, and conſequent- 
Ip to the pardon and favour of the goſpel. 
But even this creed, however venerable for 
its antiquity, however eaſy, for the moſt 
part, to be underſtood, and however gene- 
rally eſteemed, is not to be received by any 
chriſtian upon other grounds, than his own = 
perſuaſion of its conformity to the truths 
of the goſpel, ; 
The church of England has admitted 
two other creeds into its articles and ſervice, 
the Nice creed, and the Atbanaſian creed; 
| but 


{ 


„ 
but with a remarkable difference. in fayour . 
of the Apoſtles creed. For it requires no 
profeſſion of faith, at baptiſm, or by ſick 
perſons, in order to receive abſolution, but 
that which is expreſſed in the werds of 
the Apoſtles creed only: So that our church 
_ allows, that the belief and profeſſion of that 
faith which is contained in the Apoſtles 
ereed, and in _ exeed e ae 
to ſal vation: 

I will make 1 no o remarks upon the Nice 
creed; 
The RAG 1 in W is 2 
ed the Athanafian erced. Not that Atha- 
naſius is pretended to have been the author 
of it; but his name was put ta it probably 
to ſignify that it is formed upon the plan of 
his doctrines: Of whatever eſteem there- - 
fore the moſt zealous admirers of Athanaſi- 
us may think him worthy, this creed can pro- 
perly receive no recommendation from that, 
becauſe it was none of his work; nor fo much 
as known by him: And had he compoſed it, 
or let it be allowed to be true and uſeful, yet 
even then it cannot have the authority of a 
rule of faith. For we are ts ca/l; or eſteem, 
no man maſter, in matters of chriſtian faith; 
and all the regard which ought to be payed 
to the Athanafian, or any other creed, * : 
| "i a | 


| 0) 
be regulated by the agreement it appears tb 
have with the word of God. F ary, ſays St 
Paul, preach any other goſpel unto you, than 
that you have received, let him be accurſed. 
Gal. i. 9. The doctrines of men ought dili- 
gently to be compared with the doctrines we 
have received from the divinely inſpired 
writings; and the author of any creed, 


which we cannot reconcile with the New 


Teſtament, is fo far from meriting eſteem, 
that he falls under the curſe denounced by 
the Apoſtle. And as there is a curſe expreſs- 
ly directed againſt all who euch falſe doc- 
trines; ſo is there proportionate puniſhment 
due to all, who through prejudice, careleſs- 
neſs, or other wrong ne believe falſe 
doctrines. 

Aubangſius was preſent at the council of 
SEO held in the year of our Lord 325: 
How long after this, and by whom the creed, 
which goes by his name, was publiſhed is 
not certainly known. Some centuries pro- 
bably elapſed before i its appearance. For one 
thing we are aſſured of (and it deſerves to 
be particularly taken notice of) that it was 
not publickly received in the church, il 
above a thouſand years after Chrift ; that is, 
more than fix hundred years after the death 
of Atbangſius. And if the ſtate of the chriſtian 


church 


„ 
church, in the eleventh century be well con- 
idered, it will, I ſuppoſe, add little to the 
reputation of this creed, that it was firſt 
publickly admitted at that time. | 
Nor was it ever eſtabliſhed by any general 
council; on the contrary, it ſeems to have 
come into uſe even againſt the determinati- | 
of the church. For it was decreed, in the 
ſixth action of the council of Epheſus. cele- | 
brated in the year 437, (b) that it ſhould be 
unlawful for any one to produce, or write, 
or compoſe other belief, or creed, bejides that 
which had been ſettled at the council of Nice, 
by the holy fathers, with the Holy Ghoſt. 

However this is not to be conteſted, that 
the church of Chriſt ſubſiſted without the 
public uſe of the 4thanafian creed, for up- 
wards of a thouſand years; and ſubſiſted too 
no inconſiderable part of that time, with 
greater purity. and charity, than it has done 
in the ages, ſince that creed has been receiv- 

ed in it. 

The chriſtian faith was always the ſame 
from the times of the Apoſtles. Whatever 
was neceſſary to be believed then, in or- 
der to ſalvation, is neceſſary to be believed 
now; and whateyer was not neceſſary to be 
believed 
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believed then, is not neceſſary to be believed 
now. And theſe neceflary. articles were, 


from the beginning, and ftill are to be learn - 
ed ſtrictly from the holy ſcriptures only, 


And no man, nor body of men, nor church, 
nor even general council has authority to 
add to, or diminiſh from ' the faith which 
was once delivered to the faints Jude 3; nor 
to infarce the belief of doctrines upon other 
reaſons, than their allowed conformity to 
the true ſenſe of God's word. 

The Athana/an creed was conveyed to 
us by the church of Rome. Many parts of 
the popiſb ſervice which were judged to be 
reconCileable with the goſpel, were retained . 
by our reformers; and ſome of them, more 
perhaps for the ſake of condeſcenſion, than 
for any other account, Howeyer great care 
was taken to put a juſt difference between 
the doctrines of Chriſt, and the opinions 
of men, 

The ſixth article of the church of England, 
1s expreſſed i in theſe words. Holy ſcrip- 
ture containeth all things neceſſary tofalva- 
tion: ſo that whatſoever is not read there- 
tin, nor may be proved theroby, is not requi- 
* red of any man, that it ſhould be believed 
te as an article of the faith, or be thought 


L * requifite, or 9 to falvation“. 
' Now 


„ 

Now as the icriptures contain all things 
neceſſary to ſalvation, it muſt be the to 
of every one, who profeſſes this doctrine, 
to ſeek inſtruction from them ; and as our 

church declares, in plain terms, that nothing 
7s required to be believed, as an article of 
faith, but what 1s either read therein, or may 
be proved thereby, it clearly follows, that no 1 
doctrines, or expoſition of doctrines, whe- 
ther drawn up in creeds, or in other writ- 
ings, either by a ſingle man, or a body of 
men, are allowed by our church, to have 
authority in points of faith, or to be regard- 
ed by chriſtians, further than as they them- 
ſelves diſcern them to agree with the ſenſe 

of ſcripture, Whatever therefore might be 
the author's meaning, in the explanatory 
parts of the Athanafian creed, or whatever 
meaning his words may ſeem to expreſs, yet 
it is evident that every member of the church | 
of England is obliged, by virtue of this fixth 
article, to put that meaning upon them, and 

no other, which is warranted by holy writ. 

For inſtance, when it is affirmed in the 

Athanafian creed. —In this trinity none is a- 
fore, or after other; none ts greater, or or leſs | 
than another dur church requires, that theſe | 
wards ſhould be underſtood in no other ſenſe, 


On what is content with the exprels, Row 
plain 
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plain declaration of our bleſſed ſaviour My 
father is greater than J. John xiv. 28. 80 
thoſe parts of this creed which expreſs that 
the godbead of the father, of the ſon, and of 
the holy ghoſt is all one; the glory equal, and 
the majeſty co-eternal—rmmuſt be underſtood, 
and aſſented to in no other meaning, than 
what truly agrees with the texts of ſcripture, 
which affirm, 'that God is the bleſſed and only 
potentate, the king of kings, and lord of lords, 
_ - wwho ONLY hath immortality, 1. Tim. vi. 15, 
16. That he is the king eternal, immortal, 
#nviſible, the ONLY wiſe Gad. ch. i. 17, That 
' there is none good but one, that is God. Matt. 
xix. 17. That of that day and hour (when 
heaven and earth ſhall paſs away) #noweth 
no man, no not the angels which are in heaven, 
neither the ſon, but the father, Mark xiii, 323 
and with other paſſages which clearly aſcribe 
abſolute ſupremacy to God, and to God only. 
ODiur church further declares in the twen- 
tieth article, that © it is not lawful for the 
* church to ordain-any thing that is con- 
te trary to God's word written, neither may 
e it ſo expound one place of ſcripture, that 
eit be repugnant to another. Wherefore 
e although the church be a witneſs and a 
e keeper of holy writ, yet as it ought not 
« to decree my: thing againſt the ſame, ſo 
ce beſides 
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beſides the fame ought it not to inforee 
any thing to be believed for * of 
« ſalvation”. 

Now as the chureh of England dees 
infallibility, and openly declares, concerning 
itsſelf, as well as all other churches, that it 
ought not to decree any thing againſi the ſcrip- 
tures; and {ſtill further that it ought not to 

inforce any thing beides, or more than the 
ſeriptures have inforced, t be believed far 
neceſſity of ſaluation; it clearly follows that 
the church of England not only leaves, but 
even inſtructs its members, not to receive 
-artieles of faith upon its authority, nor to 
underſtand any of its doctrines and ſervice, 
in other ſenſe, than what is judged to be 
reconcileable to ſcripture, nor to believe 
any thing, as fundamental, over and beyond 
what the ſeriptures teach. 

From hence too it may be e that mi- 
niſters who ſubſeribe to the artieles of the 
church of England and to the book of com- 

mon prayer, muſt be underſtaod, even by 
the church itſelf; to ſubſeribe to them in no 
other meaning whatever, but ſuch as is ap- 
prehended to be conſonant to the infallible, 
and authoritative word of Gd. 

And the declaration f afent, "at 

_— the Common prayer. &c. preſcribed by 
| | the | 
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aff for uti fermity, is not « declavatiori of 


aſſent and conſent to the doctrines therein 


contained. Whatever doctrines thereſote 


were intended to be ſet forth in the Atba⸗- 
naſian creed, which is a part 


declaration expreſſed an aſſent, and conſent 


to the doctrines of the book of common prayer, 


which it certainly does not, nor was intend- 


ed to do; yet ſtill thoſe doctrines muſt have 
been taken by the miniſter in no other ſenſe, 
than what he, according to the beſt of his 


judgment, admits to be conformable to the 


holy ſcriptures. For not only the ſuperior 
authority of the holy ſcriptures obliges all 


miniſters, and the people too, to make them 
the abſolute ſtandard of chriſtian doctrines; 


but the church of England is founded upon 
that very principle, and which is cleatly 
erxpreſſed in its articles: nor could it be a 
true chriſtian church without it. | 
The miniſter declares his afent and con- 


ſent to the uſe only, and not to the doctrines 


of the common prayer: and tho no · miniſter 


ought to conſent even to the uſe of the com- 


mon prayer, unleſs he can ſo explain all its 
parts, as to make them conſiſtent with 


God's 


— 


of the common 
prayer, no miniſter, by complying with that 
act, does deelare his aſſent and conſent to 
" the truth of thoſe doctrinetm. But if that 
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better be omitted, and others that might be 
altered to advantage. For if a perſon refuſe 
to join communion with a national church, 
till he is convinced that every part of its ſer- 


vice is abſolutely perfect, he will hardly 


ever find ſuch a church upon earth. And 
no one who has a due ſenſe of the obligati- 
on, which is upon all chriſtians to promote 


peace, and charity, will think that he ſhall 


be excuſed for diſſenting from a national 


church, on the account of ſome ſuppoſed 
or even real imperfection in it, when the 


whole of it appears to him reconcileable 


with the doctrines and Near of the 


goſpel. 
But an aſſent even to the uſe of the com- 


mon prayer ought not, without clear reaſon, 


to be underſtood with more ſtrictneſs in one 


. caſe, than in another. Length of time, and 


other circumſtances cauſe ſome omiſſions 


and changes in practice; and yet ſuch o- 


- miſſions and changes are not thought a 
| blameable deviation from an inſtitution, 
Thus publick baptiſm of infants at home is 


"3 U e contrary to the rubrics 
D and 


God's word; yet he may very innocently 
_ affent to the ufe of it, nay, it may be his 
duty ſo to aſſent, notwi ithſtanding there be 

ſome things in it, which he thinks might 
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and canons of our church; and yet it i is now 


cuſtomary,: not only among the inferiour 
clergy, but oſten practiſed even by biſhops, 
So the thirty fifth article judges, or appoints, 


the bomilies to be read in churches by the mi- 


niſters, diligently and diſtinctiy that they may 
be under ſtood of the people : but does any 
miniſter now read the homilies ? Or would 
the people be pleaſed to hear them? The o- 
miſſion therefore of the Athanafian creed 
is no more contrary to the aſſent given by 
Miniſters to the % of the common prayer, 
than i is public baptiſm at home, or the o- 
mitting to read the homilies. And as ſtrong | 

excuſes may be made in one caſe, as in the 
others. For whenever the Athanafian creed 
is omitted, a better is uſed in its ſtead, I 


call the apoſtles creed a better, becauſe it is 


eaſier to be underſtood, keeps nearer to the 
language of ſcripture, and has evident tokens 
of preference given it by the church of 


England. And if the Apoſtles creed expreſ- 


Fe the whole of that faith which is neceſſary 
to ſalvation, and expreſſes it too in a man- 
ner ſuitable'to all capacities, how can any 


perſon be injured by hearing that, inſtead of 


the Atlanaſan creed ? And where there is 
no injury there ought to be no diſpleaſure. 


Beſides if the homilies are omitted, contrary 


to 
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to 1 plain meaning of the thirty fifth ar- 
ticle, becauſe the reading of them would 
give offence, why may not the Athanaſian 
creed be omitted for the ſame reaſon ? And 
that it is offenſive to many is well known. 
And 1 cannot help thinking that it would 
have been agreeable to good nature and 
chriſtian charity, if thoſe who could not 
ſuffer for the want of this creed in the pub- 
lic ſervice, would have been contented with 
the omiſſion of it, for the ſake of others, who 
cannot bring themſelves to apptove of it. 
But another conduct it ſeems has been 7 
thought more adviſeable, © 
If the officer (c) thought himſelf obliged 
by his oath, as he-pretended, to preſent his 
miniſter for amitting the Atbangſian creed, 
how came he not to think he was obliged 
likewiſe to preſent him for having publickly 
, baptized children at home, and for neglect- 
ing to read the homilies ? I do not ſay, that 
his oath compelled: him to preſent in any 
of theſe caſes; but 1 it is evidently abſurd! to 
ſay that it did in one of them, and not 
in the others. Tt requires too, I think, ſome 
explication, by what means his conſcience 
was eaſy, in allowing [this omiſſion for! ſe 
veral youre: before, in which he W 
in 


(c) Mr John May. 
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in the office, and then only forced him to 


preſent, when he left it. Other queſtions, 
relating to known facts, and which too 


come under the conſideration of the ſame 


oath might be aſked ; but I forbear. 
But if the officer was ſo heavily preſſed 


by conſcience, that he could find no eaſe, 
without preſenting his miniſter, there was 


however one thing, which by all the rules 
of common humanity, as well as by the 
cleareſt inſtructions of the goſpel, he ought 
firſt to have done ; and that is, to have tald 


the miniſter of this omiſſion, and the ne- 


ceſſity his conſcience put upon him to pre- 


ſent him if, after admonition, he ſhould 


ſill perſiſt in it, Had the officer done this, 
he had done what he ought to do, what 
all good men muſt have approved, what 


all good men muſt think to have been his 


duty, what the miniſter did, with reſpect 
to this very officer, in more caſes than one, 


- where he acted wrong, what would have 


prevented him the trouble of a preſentation, 
and what (which is ſtill more) would have 
removed the burthen from his conſcience, 
by taking an effectual method of cauſing 
the miniſter to remedy the omiſſion which 
occaſioned it. But a preſentment is the 
firſt ſtep towards a proſecution, a proſecu- 

tian 


* 
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tion leads to A deprivation, and a depriva- 


tion ends in ruin; the proſpect of which 


would have been removed by the officer's 
ſignifying his intention before-hand. So 
very ſecretly was this deſign conducted, that 
the miniſter had not the leaſt intimation, or 


even ſuſpicion of it, till it openly appeared 


in court. The officer has publickiy endea- 
voured to excuſe this extraordinary preſent- 
ment, on the account of his oath. * His con- 
ſcience is beſt known to the all- perfect 
ſearcher of hearts, If a religious regard. to 


: his oath, if the fear of offending God, by 
ſtill forbearing to preſent his miniſter, if no- 


thing but ſincere piety influenced him in 
this affair, he may humbly hope for a bleſ- 
fing upon his preſent concerns, as well as 


for acceptance hereafter ; and every good 


chriſtian, will wiſh him both theſe rewards. 


| But God cannot be deceived by any pre- 


tences, or diſguiſes whatever, He will bring 
to light the hidgen things of darkneſs, and 
will make manifeſt the counſels of the heart, 
1. Cor. iv, 5, For there is nothing covered 
which ſhall not be revealed; and bid, that 
| ſhall not be known, Matth. x. 26. God will 
be the judge, and God will judge righteouſ- 
] 

g return; Ly miniſterof the church 


1 


AF 221+] 
of England is obliged not only by its arti- 
cles, but alſo by an expreſs and ſolemn pro- 
miſe, made at his ordination, to receive no 
point of faith but what appears to him to 
be contained in the word of God. The 
biſhop aſks the prieſt to be ordained, — 
“Are you perſuaded that the holy ſcrip- 
© tures contain fufficiently all doctrine re- 
* quired of neceſſity for eternal ſalvation 
c through faith in Jeſus Chri/t ? And are you 
determined out of the faid ſcriptures to 
« inſtruct the people committed to your 
« charge, and to teach nothing (as required 
ce of neceſſity to eternal ſalvation) but that 
e which you ſhall be perſuaded may be con- 
* cluded and proved by the ſcripture ? 
To which the prieſt anſwers, 
I am ſo perſuaded, and have ſo deter- 

© mined, by God's grace.” 


So that every miniſter, in our church, 


has ſolemnly declared his opinion, that-the 
bible comprehends all things neceſſary to 
be believed ; and, in conſequence of this 
opinion, he has as ſolemnly promiſed- not 
only that he will teach the people out of 
the ſcriptores, but alſo that he will teach 

them nothing elſe, as fundamental in faith, 
but what he himſelf believes to be the doctrine 
of thoſe holy, and infallible writings. As 
to 
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to my ſelf, I hope I may be allowed to * 7. 
that during the courſe of a long miniſtry, I 
have endeavoured faithfully to fulfil this 
promiſe. Nor do J in the leaſt doubt, but 
the far greater part of my hearers would 
readily give me their teſtimony; and I am 
very ſure, that not a ſingle perſon among 
them, can reaſonably refuſe it. Let me add, 
that as I have conſtantly recommended the | 
holy ſcriptures, as the only rule of funda- 
mental doctrines, to the people committed 
to my charge ; ſo 1 have, without diſguiſe, 
according to the beſt of my judgment, and 
with no ſlight application, recommended 
the ſame holy ſcriptures to them as the rule 
of their practice alſo. My intention has 
been, neither to palliate, nor exaggerate 
crimes, but always to ſpeak of them agree- 
ably to what I judged to be the ſenſe of the 
Holy Ghoſt; andas near as could be too in 
the very words of the Holy Ghoſt. And 
all who have attended to my manner of 
preaching muſt eaſily have obſerved; that 
the great point I have conſtantly aimed at, 
has been to ſhew the abſolute neceſſity of 
an holy life, and that no faith will be availa- 
ble to ſalvation, without good works, And good 
works muſt always be underſtood, to be not 
the uſual practice of the world, but that 


exact 
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exact righteouſneſs, unmixed ſincerity, ſtrict 
truth, univerſal charity, perfect tem perance; 
and unfeigned piety, which are clearly ex- 
preſſed and peremptorily required in the word 
of God. For the word of God is the only 
rule by which chriſtians are to act here, and 
the only rule by which they will be Judged 
| hereafter. Now; 

That a miniſter for ſo long a time ſhould 
have aſſiduouſly applied himſelf to preach 
the pure goſpel of the ſon of God ; that he 
ſhould have left to every chiiſtian the en- 
joyment of that liberty herewith Chriſt 
bas made us free, abhorring all perſecution 
for conſcience fake; that he ſhould upon all 
occaſions have exhorted and charged his 
hearers, to read the word of God, to conſi- 
der it with attention, and to be governed 
by it in their faith and manners; that he 
ſhould have perpetually cautioned them a- 
gainſt every miſtake and deceit to the ut- 
moſt of his diſcernment, which either the 
evil cuſtomsagf the times, or their own ir- 

regular paſſions and appetites might impoſe 
upon them; that he ſhould have, without 

ceaſing, preſſed them by the moſt affecting 
arguments he could invent, to eſchew evil and 
do good, to abſtain conſcientiouſly from hat- 


ever Pee Chriſt our Lord and judge has 
i . 
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forbidden, and to execute fully what he hy” 
commanded ; that he ſhould 1 teſtified 


/ 


the moſt evident as well as ſincere regard 


to their eternal welfare, by laying before 
them himſelf the means of obtaining it, with 
a conſtancy ſeldom equalled, and not, for 
the ſake of his own eaſe, truſting others of 
unknown characters to do it for him; that 

he ſhould have done all this, and that at laſt 


a contrivance ſhould ' ſecretly be carried on, 


and a public attempt ſhould be made to ruin 
him, for omitting to read the Athanaſian 


creed! Hear O heavens, and give ear O earth. 7 


— But I will conclude, 
Lord, who ſhall abide in thy abe 


* cle? who ſhall dwell in thy holy hill? he 
e that walketh u pright! y, and worketh 


* righteouſneſs, and ſpeaketh the truth in ; 
“his heart, He that backbiteth not with _ 
« his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neigh- - 


* bour, nor taketh up a reproach againſt 
* his neighbour. In whoſe eyes a vile per- 
* ſon is contemned ; but he honoureth them 


j : 


ee that fear the lord, he that ſweareth 


* to his own hurt, and changeth not.-He _-* 
| © that doth theſe things, ſhall never by 7 


% moved.” _ 
9 he grace of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, and the 


love of God, and the fellowſhip of the Holy Ghoſt 
be with us all evermore; Amen. | 
C7 &:- 
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